
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Expert Working Group on Response on the Shore 
Riga, Latvia, 9-10 June 2014 

 

EWG SHORE 8-2014 

 

 

 Page 1 of 1  
 

Document title Draft definition for adequacy of capacity 

Code 4-1 

Category CMNT 

Agenda Item 4 - Existing resources to respond to pollution on the shore 

Submission date 2.6.2014 

Submitted by Germany 

Reference   

 

Background 
As proposed by RESPONSE 18-2014  and supported by HELCOM 35-2014, Germany was appointed as the 
Lead Country for Task 2 Considering the adequacy of existing resources to respond to pollution on the shore 
and to give recommendations how these capabilities could be improved as defined in the Terms of 
Reference for EWG SHORE. 
 
The attached document contains a draft definition for adequacy of capacity to pollution on the shore. 
 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the document and discuss the adequacy of existing resources to 
respond to pollution on the shore based on the document. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/RESPONSE/SHORELINE/Terms%20of%20Reference_EWG%20SHORE.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/RESPONSE/SHORELINE/Terms%20of%20Reference_EWG%20SHORE.pdf


Havariekommando 
Gemeinsame Einrichtung des Bundes und der Küstenländer 
 

 

   
Dienstgebäude Telefon E-Mail 
Am Alten Hafen 2 +49 (0) 4721/567-400 Info@havariekommando.de 
27472 Cuxhaven Telefax Internet 
 +49 (0) 4721/567-364 www.havariekommando.de 

 

 

 

 Date, 30.05.14 
   

Draft of a definition for “adequacy of capacity” 
 
 
A general hint for what kind of scenario the response capacity should be calculated 
can be found in the attachement to Helcom Recommandation  28 E/12 “ (quotations 
in italic) 
 
 STRENGTHENING OF SUB-REGIONAL CO-OPERATION IN RESPONSE FIELD 
Guidance for sub-regional plans to quantify needed emergency/response resources  
 
 
Response capacity  
 
Response capacity should be available for responding to a 1,000- 5,000 tonnes (depending 
on the likely accident in the area) oil spill at sea in favorable weather within 3 days. Local 
geographical and other specifics (e.g. archipelago area, shallow water, etc.) should be taken 
into account.  

 
Shoreline response  
 
Every sub-region should have adequate equipment and trained personnel to protect the 
coast, especially vulnerable habitats and areas (Baltic Sea Protected Areas, BSPAs) and to 
ensure immediate and appropriate action on shore.  

 
 
 
For shoreline response it is still very difficult to define the amount of oil that has to be 
collected at the shoreline even if it would be possible to define a scenario at sea. 
Characteristics of the oil, wheather conditions, place of the accident, kind of the 
shoreline and so on lead to different results. But this Recommendation sets a frame 
for the further approach. 
 
An indication for the requirements of the national ability to respond to spillages of oil 
and other harmful substances can be found in Helcom Recommendation 31/1  
 
 

1.)  Quick response 

Combatting services should be able  
(i) to keep a readiness permitting the first response unit to start from its base 

within two hours after having been alerted;  
(ii) to reach within six hours from start any place of a spillage that may occur in 

the response region of the respective country;  

mailto:Info@havariekommando.de
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(iii) to ensure well organized adequate and substantial response actions on the 
site of the spill as soon as possible, normally within a time not exceeding 
12 hours,  

 
2.) Response Capacities at Sea 

The minimum requirements are as follows:  
6.1 2,000 m of high sea booms for containment of oil and a sufficient number of sea 

booms to protect nature or wildlife reserve areas against oil spills (location of 
booms should be established as permanent sites close to these areas and – 
where possible – some necessary equipment to deploy booms should be availa-
ble at such places, such as a boat, tug or other ship, depending on the distance 
to the nearest port or coastal station).  

6.2 2.5 km2 of sweeping performance. The calculated area is hereby based on a 
working speed of 1-2 knots of the sweeping or skimming vessels. A sweeping ar-
ea of 4.5 km2 has to be fulfilled by those countries which mainly use autonomous 
drive skimmer ships. The total boom length of 2,000 m can be diminished to 
1,200 m if the sweeping capacity is considerably greater.  

6.3 Six (6) high performance sea skimmers with full sets of auxiliary equipment.  
6.4 Sufficient storage tank capacity should be available at sea for continuous opera-

tions. The land-based disposal arrangements of the recovered mixture close to 
the potential sea areas must also be ensured. 

 
3.) Storage capacities 

Sufficient and suitable storage capacity for disposal of recovered oil 
 
 
 
Although the Recommendation 31/1 only handles on response at sea it has infor-
mation how to define minimum standards also for shoreline response.  
Minimum standards can be defined by 
 

1.) Time needed for reaction 

a. Definition that is given in recommendation 31/1 should also be valid for 

shoreline response 

2.) Response capacities 

a. Length of booms (My proposal: 2000 m of booms, additional absorbent 

booms) 

b. Skimmer, vacuum cleaner capacity (My proposal: 500 m³/ h) 

c. High pressure cleaners (My proposal: 4 cleaners with a capacity in a to-

tal of 5000 l/h)  

3.) Storage capacities 

a. Definition that is given in recommendation 31/1 should also be valid for 

shoreline response 
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These are minimum standards for countries with a short coastline. Countries with a 
long coastline should have appropriate more response capacity. 
 
The type of booms and skimmers depends on the local demands and cannot there-
fore be decided in a recommendation. Also the kind how to respond (manually or by 
using large equipment) cannot be defined as a standard for each region.  
So it is my proposal to define the adequacy of capacity with the above mentioned 
minimum standards and add it to HELCOM Recommendation 31/1. 
 
 
Editor: Karsten Petersen 
 
 
 


	4-1 Draft definition for adequacy of capacity
	4-1 ATT Adequacy of capacity

